Supremacy of the Rule of Law.                 45

if a citizen has been wronged, the common law courts
shall protect him from whatever attacks upon his person
or property, irrespective of the status or condition of the
aggressor* Such a phenomenon promotes a healthy res-
pect for the rule of law, although it makes the lot of the
soldier or sailor an unenviable one*

We suppose that the troops are called out to disperse
a mob or riot* The commanding officer gives the order
to fire, but the order is manifestly unwarranted by the
circumstances of the case* If a soldier disobeys the
command, he runs the risk of being court-martialled*
If, however, he obeys his superior and kills a person in
the crowd, he runs the risk of being tried by an ordinary
civil court for manslaughter*

Now the object of such an attitude is not difficult to
explain* It is true that a soldier or sailor is bound to
obey his superiors, but the law also requires him to pay
respect to the supremacy of the ordinary laws of the
realm* His obedience must be rational^ not blind* If
the officers command is illegal, he is-to resist it* Other-
wise such blind obedience 'will be: a fbrMdable. weapon
in the hands of an imscmputous or over-zealous "comman-
der, and England will at. least have also its Zabern episodes*

Perhaps the best reminder of-this common law supre-
macy is the fact that the same laws apply equally to an
ordinary individual as to a civil service official* This
constitutes a remarkable contrast with the practice which
obtains in many Eastern as well as Western countries
In the latter, those who are in charge of the administrator
of the. country are a class by themselves* Their statui
is higher than that of those who are not officials .and they